Dec. 10 2017 - Dec. 17, 2017

Dec. 10, 2017-Dec. 17, 2017
Sunday

Continental Breakfast after 9am Mass

Second Sunday of Advent
Special Collection THIS weekend
RFR
Monday

Grief Group meets 1/15/18 at 7pm in the
Parish Office Conference Room

Tuesday

The next Ladies Guild meeting is 1/9/18 at 1 pm in
the Fr. Jim Community Center meeting rooms.
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME.

9:00am
11:00am
5:00pm

Betty Moy †, Zachary
McCarthy Living (Bd.)
Jean Chu †
Robert Wakefield †
Janice Hongsathavij

Monday

6:30 am
9:30 am

In Thanksgiving
Corazon Vicencio †

Tuesday

6:30 am
9:30 am

Donna Siri †
Chi Phuong Nguyen

Wednesday

6:30 am
9:30 am

All Souls †
Maria Tu Vu †

Thursday

6:30am
9:30am

No Intention
Anna Tran †

Friday

6:30am
9:30 am

Churches In China
Joseph Carrier †

Saturday

8:00am
5:00 pm

Adrian Hatfield †
Robert Elsner †

Sunday

7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
5:00 pm

No Intention
Susan Mary †
Michael Arroyo † 20yr.Anniv.
For Our Parishioners

Sunday

Wednesday

Thursday

ADORATION after 9:30am Mass

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Continental Breakfast after 9am
Mass
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SOCIAL JUSTICE CORNER
of the Lord.” Luke 1:38

“ I am the handmaid

On Friday, December 8th, the Church celebrated the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception. One of the key figures in the season of Advent is Mary, the humble, devout young woman who found favor with
God and was asked by the angel Gabriel, God’s messenger, to be the
mother of the long-awaited Messiah. As a virgin, Mary questions,
“How can this be?” The angel explains that the Holy Spirit will come
upon her, and that even now, her elderly cousin, Elizabeth, is in her
sixth month, “For nothing is impossible for God.” Mary then responds, “I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Mary answered ‘Yes’ to God’s plan for her.
And in a greater sense, her faith, hope and trust in God gave her the
courage to say ‘yes’ to whatever God would ask of her in the future.
God has a plan for us, too. Like Mary, we do not know what the future will bring. Like Mary, it is perfectly acceptable to ask questions
of God for greater understanding. What joy Mary must have felt as she
hastened to visit her elderly cousin Elizabeth! Mary exclaims, “The
Lord has done great things for me!” Can we also say the same of what
God has done in our own lives? Even when times are very difficult
and confusing, God promises: I will go with you; I will always be
there for you. Listen to my voice. I will lead you to where you should
go, to those who need you and need me. During this season of Advent, let us strive to be like Mary – with open hands in prayer,
with raised hands in praise, with extended hands in service.
Lord, how might I respond, “Yes” to you today? I am your
servant (handmaid). What do you want me to do for you?

The Giving Tree In this season of Christmas, we remember the
message of Christ which is of compassion, mercy and giving. The
Giving Tree represents that spirit of giving to those in need. Please
take one or more gift tags and bring back wrapped gift (s). Some of the
gifts have a due date listed and some say not to wrap. We are serving
St. Vincent de Paul families, Ascent families, foster children, the elderly in nursing homes, active servicemen and women, homeless Veterans and day laborers. Thank you for your generosity and have a wonderful Christmas!
The Social Justice Committee

7:30am

Weekly Stewardship Report
Collections for 12/3/ 2017
$10,634
Collections 7-1-17-12/3/17
$231,620
Budgeted 7/1/17-12/3/17
$249,430
Variance
( $17,810)
Please note the budgetary shortfall.
To help keep the parish within its budget please prayerfully consider making a one time tax deductible gift. Contact the parish office for details.
Thank you for your continued support!

WeShare Special / 2nd Collections – Action
Needed
Special/2ndcollections have been set up individually in WeShare
instead of one collection so that you can manage the amount
you give for each collection separately. Please access WeShare
through the ParishPay transition link on the church website
under Give Online tab to set up your special collection contributions. These contributions will repeat once annually. Special, one time, second collections will be added to WeShare as
announced to allow you to contribute paperlessly. If you have
any questions or issues, please contact the parish Technology
Coordinator at 408-213-6510 or webmaster@qofa.org.

Second Sunday of Advent

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Today’s readings give me, a sinner, great relief knowing that I am saved so long as I try to do God’s will
to love one another. I do not always succeed in acting lovingly as Jesus asks us.
These readings tell us it is not in the great accomplishments of life that we please our Creator. It is in doing the everyday things that show we care for one another that pleases God and gives us hope that we will
one day rest in complete joy with Him. The pleasure we feel during this Advent season as we await the birth
of Our Lord is just a faint hint of the great joy that awaits us in Heaven. How lucky we are to embrace such a
faith.
The first reading, Isaiah, written to the Jewish exiles in Babylon, these people are discouraged. At best,
they feel that God has abandoned them to the pagan Babylonians. They have lost everything. The only worst
part of Jewish existence had been the slavery in Egypt until Moses led them out of that bondage. Now they
are back in bondage and many of them either no longer believe in God or feel he has abandoned them –
much like many people believe today.
Isaiah, however, urges them to live according to the faith of their fathers. Then they will be freed from
this bondage. And we know from history that Cyrus, a pagan king, did free them and allow them to return
joyfully to their homeland to rebuild it. He even gave orders to help them rebuild their temple. So we have
here a pale reflection of the joy we will experience when we return to our true home, Heaven, if we stay true
to our Faith.
In the second reading from Peter, we see the same message calling us to remain steadfast in our faith.
This is the last book written in the New Testament and scholars believe a disciple of Peter wrote it in his
name. It is written to combat the evils of the latter part of the first century, specifically the lack of belief in
both an after life and in the Second Coming of Jesus.
Remember, the first Christians thought the Second Coming was going to happen very soon after the Resurrection so some had become discouraged by now and were falling prey to the pagan belief that this earthly
life was all there was.
This book tells us that God’s time is not our time and that He is giving us all enough time to get our spiritual houses in order so that He can save us all. There is great comfort here. Jesus passionately wants us all to
be with Him in Heaven because of his great love for us. He is more than willing to overlook our failures –
our addictions to sin whatever they may be – because he is so in love with us. He has demonstrated that love
dramatically, both by being born in poverty and by dying in disgrace. And then Mark opens with the story
of John the Baptist who Jesus claimed was the greatest human born up until that time. He is baptizing Jews,
a practice normally used only upon Gentiles who converted to Judaism in order to cleanse them from their
pagan impurities. Here John purifys the Jews of his day who humbly admit that they are sinners in need of
repentance.
As this is the first written story about Jesus’ life and the one that Matthew and Luke used as the source for
their own gospels, the beginning call to repentance is a strong message of hope for all of us. God wants us
all to return to Him and our return is simple – acknowledge our failings and try to do better – exactly what a
loving parent would want from an erring child. God bless us all during this blessed season of hope.

Dcn. Brian

Dec. 10, 2017
First graders have been learning sentence structure and working with numbers up to 120. Also,
with so much to be thankful for around this time
of year, they are focusing on their families, traditions,
and the traditional stories that are based around this country.
You are invited to purchase scrip gift cards in the vestibule
exit to the parking lot. The times for scrip sales are:
Saturday at 5:00 pm mass
Sunday after the 7:30 am mass
before and after the 9:00 am mass
and before the 11:00 am mass.

Family Faith Formation
408-255-9950
Office is staffed on Tuesday and Thursday
8:00 am -3:00 pm and on weekends by appointment. Please call before stopping by.

On the Calendar:

Dec. 10th: All classes meet at their usual times
Dec. 17th: All classes meet at their usual times
Dec. 24th: No Classes -Merry Christmas !!!
Dec. 24th: Children’s Liturgy at the 5pm Mass
Dec. 31st: No Classes—Happy New Year!

Office for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults
Diocese of San Jose - Anthony Gonzalez Phone: 408-983-0113
Fax:408-983-0147 Emergency line: 408-983-0141
HIGH SCHOOL Youth Ministry and Confirmation
CONFIRMATION CALENDAR:
Dec. 10: Confirmation Session (both classes)
Dec. 17:Cofirmation Sessions ( both classes)
REGISTRATION OPEN!
The next high school retreat is a Theology of the Body retreat on January 12-14 in Scotts Valley, CA. The cost is $225.00. Register now at
www.echoesofworth.comor for more information!
THANK YOU!
*Like us on Facebook: Queen of Apostles Youth
*Follow us on Instagram: QofAYM
*Contact us: youth@qofa.org | 408-213-6509 | www.qofa.org

Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to donate toward the purchase of our
Poinsettias as part of the church decorations for Christmas, please place donation in the collection mark your
check or envelope “poinsettias” if you have cash. Anything that you can do will be greatly appreciated. As always Queen of Apostles parishioners are always so generous.

SECOND
SUNDAY
OF
ADVENT

Dec. 10th: General Session-Final wrap and filling of Christmas Cheer
Boxes
Dec. 17th: General Session-Christmas party & White Elephant Exchange
Dec. 24th; No Session-Merry Christmas!!!
Dec. 31st: No Session—Happy New Year!

The Diamond Jubilee Needs Your Help
As part of the Diamond Jubilee Celebration in 2020, we want to
showcase the rich history of Queen of Apostles—its people,
events and evolution through six amazing decades—and we
need your help.
Were you around in the early years of our Parish? Do you
know any of the early Parish families or how we may reach
them? Can you help us make contact? Do you have memorabilia, pictures, or video recordings of pastors, priests, parishioners or events we may reference, copy and/or share? (We’ll take
good care of everyone’s treasures, we promise). Do you know
someone who might? Have you researched our history before?
Are you interested in helping us compile the information we
gather? If you answered yes to any of these questions, we need
to speak with you. Please e-mail us at qofajubilee@gmail.com
and a committee member will contact you to discuss what you
have, who you know and how you can help.
Introducing Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism series
This series is a drop in program designed for adults. There is no registration required. This 20 part series will take place on select Sundays
through April. Sessions take place from 10:15-11:15 am in room 6 of
the school. Dec. 10th: Our Tainted Nature's Solitary Boast: Mary
the Mother of God Part II. Dec. 19th: The Indispensable Men:
Peter, Paul and the Missionary Adventure Part I.
Jan. 7th: The Indispensable Men: Peter, Paul and the Missionary
Adventure Part II.

PEACEMAKERS

Thank You
A special thank you to all who donated baby outfits and
blankets. We delivered 9 boxes to the Diocesan Layette
Shower plus $260.00 for the Layette Fund. Thank
you to the Ladies Guild for their

Raffle prizes.

What is Peacemaking?
There is no way to peace
Through safety.
For peace must be dared.
Peace is the opposite of security.

SINGERS WANTED

All interested singers are welcome to join our
choir in providing music for the 11:00p.m. Christmas Mass . Rehearsals will be held on Sundays
after the 11:00am Mass until 1:15 pm in
the Church , the dates are December 10,
17 & 24.
ASCENT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

Hours of operation:
9am -2 pm, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 2017 .
Closed Monday and Friday Contact : 408-257-8302 FAX
Number: 408-257-4600 Web Site: www.ascent-jobs.org
PO Box 9604, San Jose CA 95157.
Grief Support Group 1st and 3rd Mondays 7 pm – 8:30 pm
in the Parish Office
Are you, a family member or friend, grieving the loss of a loved one?
Whether it’s a current loss or one in the past, we will reassure you that
there is hope for those whose loved one has died. Join others in support, friendship, and prayer in a confidential setting. We meet every
1st and 3rd Monday of the month in the Rectory. If you have any questions or need to talk, please call Shirley at 408-241-1209

Young Adults
Young Catholic Professional's Advent Retreat is a short, halfday spiritual retreat which welcomes young professionals into a
closer relationship with Christ and community as we prepare
for the Advent season.
We’ll have an opportunity for considering the liturgy and the
Word of God, reflection, fellowship, Mass and Confession.
Come join us and make the most of Advent to prepare for the
Christmas Season!
Register here today: https://ycpsv_retreat.eventbrite.com/
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
is a religious formation program for adults and
for children 7 years or older, who are interested
in joining the Catholic Church. Participants
explore their faith while learning about the
Catholic tradition. To learn more call 408-255-9950 or email
kmanning@dsj.org

Peace means giving oneself completely
To God’s commandments
Wanting no security.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1934
Written in Nazi Germany
Social Justice Committee
Homeless Donations

We meet on the first and third Wednesday at 10 AM
to make bag lunches for the homeless. If you would
like to donate items you may bring granola bars, peanut butter, jam or cup-of-soup to Fr. Jim’s garage. If
you would like to make sandwiches please call
Margie at (408) 203-7747. Thank you!
LADIES GUILD
The Ladies Guild is having its annual bake sale on Saturday and Sunday, December 16 & 17, after all masses.
Come and buy the great selections of delicious cookies,
cakes, breads and other delectable items from the culinary
chefs of the Queen of Apostles Ladies Guild. This is the
corrected date.

We lovingly pray for those in our Parish and families who
cannot join us at Mass especially: Rajesh George, Micki
Dunaway, Carol Houle, Barbara Mertzlufft, Antonia Luna,
Janet Decker, Patrick Hoins, Marcy Golebiewski, Tomas
Arguello, Jeanne Futrell, Barbara Carrillo, Patrick
Dougherty, Cochita Noemi Romero. Please let us also
pray for all our servicemen and women who serve in the
Armed Forces throughout the world and remember them
in our hearts today and everyday. We remember those
dearly departed in our Queen of Apostles family and in
our own families and special persons: Lucille Incontro.

Queen of Apostles
Church
4911 Moorpark Avenue
San Jose, Ca 95129

Never Give Up!

Family Faith Formation: 408-255-9950

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday
(Vigil Mass):
5:00 p.m.
Sundays:
7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.,
5:00 p.m.
Weekdays:
6:30 and 9:30 a.m.
Saturdays:
8:00 a.m.
Holy Days:
(Vigil Mass) 5:00 p.m.,
6:30, 9:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
Marian Devotions:
After the 8:00 a.m. Mass on
Saturday
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Seminar required. Please contact Rectory for
information.

408-253-7560
Parish Office
Open 9-5 Monday - Friday Closed for lunch: 12-1

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays - 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or by appointment.

4911 Moorpark Ave.
San Jose, Ca.. 95129 Fax: 408-253-9530
Web Site:
www.qofa.org

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:
Contact Rectory at least SIX MONTHS prior to any
proposed wedding date.

Marty Chargin, School Principal
School Address:
4950 Mitty Way
408-252-3659
San Jose, CA 95129

INQUIRY SESSION ABOUT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH:
Contact number: 408-255-9950 or kmanning@dsj.org

PASTORAL STAFF:

Rev. Thuc Si Ho, Pastor

Rev. Reynaldo Sarmiento, Parochial Vicar, Dir. Of Liturgy
Deacon Brian McKenna, Coordinator of Social Justice
Kristie Manning, Faith Formation/RCIA Director
Gregory Elsner, Accountant
Mary Ann Oddo, Administrative Assistant II
Marie McCarthy, Administrative Assistant I
Klarissa Chichioco, Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult
Ralph Garcia , Facilities Supervisor
Teri Silvestri, Music Coordinator
Carmen Macias, Wedding Coordinator
Dirk Maasen, Technology Coordinator

