
Sunday 
 

Continental Breakfast after the 9am Mass. 
Special collection this weekend is for the 
European refugees and immigrants 

Monday Next Grief Group Meeting  is October 5 at 7 pm 
in the Rectory. 

Wednesday RECTORY CLOSED FROM 9-3 FOR MTG. 

Thursday Adoration after the 9:30 am Mass and Benedic-
tion at 6:30 pm.   

Sunday Continental Breakfast after 9 am Mass.  

Friday First Friday-Adoration after 9:30 am Mass 
until 11:00 am 

Saturday NA Meeting  tonight. 

Tuesday The next  Ladies Guild  meeting is 10/13 at 1 pm in the 
Fr. Jim Community Center meeting rooms.  NEW 
MEMBERS  ALWAYS WELCOME .   

  

      Sept. 27, 2015 - Oct.4, 2015 

Sunday  7:30am 
 
9:00am 
11:00am 
5:00pm 

Joseph & Julia Lobo (Wedd. An-
niv) 
For Our Parishioners 
Frances Fitzsimons † 
Mary Fadely † (Bd.) 

Monday 6:30 am 
9:30 am 

No Intention 
No Intention 

Tuesday 6:30 am 
9:30 am 

No Intention 
Fr. Jim † 

Wednesday 
 6:30 am 

9:30 am 
No Intention 
Jerome Linh Dao (living) 

Thursday 
 

6:30 am 
9:30 am 

No Intention  
Kendall Millett (living)  

Friday 6:30 am 
9:30 am  

No Intention 
No Intention 

Saturday 8:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Dan McCarthy † 
Karyn Marvin Rowe †(10th 
Anniv.) 

Sunday 7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
5:00 pm 

For Our Parishioners 
No Intention 
Conchita Dacua †(81st Bd.) 
Fr. Rey (Bd,) 

   

Grief Group 

The grief support group’s next meeting will be 
10/5. Please call Shirley 408-241-1209 if you have 
any questions or need to talk. 
 

Weekly Stewardship Report   
 

Collections for 9/13/2015           $  8,704 
Collections Year to Date             $  114,875 

                  Budgeted Year to Date      $  127,950 
                      Variance                                     $  (13,075) 
              
 Thank you for your continued support ! 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is a religious formation program for 
adults and for children 7 years or older, who 
are interested in joining the Catholic 
Church.  Participants explore their faith 

while learning about the Catholic tradition.  To learn more call 
408-255-9950 or email kmanning@dsj.org  

 Sept. 27, 2015 - Oct.4, 2015 

Social Justice CORNER 
Do you feel his spirit?  Have you heard his message? 

Pope Francis is here in America and the eve of his journey 
ABC hosted a teleconference with three different areas in our 
country; Chicago, Los Angeles and Texas.  His message 
throughout for the youth, homeless and immigrants; “Friendship 
in society is what God created us for.” 

Today begins the journey of our children, youth and adults as 
they learn what it means to walk with Jesus through our Family 
Faith Formation program.  In his conference, Pope Francis con-
tinually encouraged everyone “not to walk alone in life.  Walk 
hand-in-hand with someone who loves you and gives you ten-
derness, gives you Security and helps you face things in your 
life.”  

  Our readings today guided us to reflect on what is essential in 
our lives.  Who must we become spiritually and what must we 
do?  Pope Francis tells us, “Always move forward with courage 
and hope.  Courage gives you joy and joy gives you hope, which 
is a gift of God.”  How can you courageously walk forward 
bringing joy and hope to yourself and others? As you re-
flect on your life this week, consider how you might en-
courage those beginning or continuing their walk with 
Christ; teaching by example, sharing of talent, sharing of 
material possessions, prayer. 

Legacy Day 
October 3, 2015   9AM to 12PM at  St. Christopher Parish 

Please join the Catholic Community Foundation and Bishop 
Patrick J. McGrath for prayer, breakfast and a discussion about 
legacy. This multi-workshop event will include presentations on 
the topics of: Legacy Letters  Planning your Catholic Memorial 
Catholic Perspectives: The Ethics of Dying Trends in Family Fi-
nancial Planning.    Please RSVP at www.cfoscc.org/



Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Dear Parishioners, 
 
In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus again predict his passion, death, and Resurrection to his disciples. The 
setting here is important. Jesus and his disciples are preparing to journey through Galilee, a Jewish terri-
tory in which Jesus has already encountered problems with the Pharisees. Perhaps this is why Mark indi-
cates that Jesus was trying to journey in secret. In predicting his passion, Jesus is acknowledging the dan-
ger they will face and is trying to prepare his disciples for it. Yet Mark tells us that the disciples did not 
understand what Jesus was saying and were afraid to ask what he meant. Such hesitation on the part of 
the disciples is not characteristic behavior. Perhaps this is an indication that the disciples were aware that 
a new situation was emerging. 
 
Mark paints a vivid picture in today's Gospel. Having arrived at Capernaum, Jesus and his disciples enter 
a house. In this private place, Jesus asks his disciples about the argument they had while they were jour-
neying. Again, the disciples are uncharacteristically silent and afraid to answer. They have been found 
out. Jesus then summons the Twelve, whom Mark identified earlier in his Gospel as those chosen by Je-
sus to preach and to drive out demons. To this select group of disciples, Jesus teaches that those who 
would be first in God's kingdom must be servants of all. 
 
Jesus then calls forward a child and teaches the Twelve that to receive a child in Jesus' name is to receive 
both Jesus and the One who sent him. We might easily fail to understand the significance of this action. 
In first-century Palestine, children were without status or power, possessing no legal rights. In this action, 
Jesus is teaching his disciples and us that when we serve the least ones among us, we serve Jesus himself. 
Who are the people without power or status in our society that Jesus is calling us to serve? Do we do so 
willingly? Jesus teaches that God's judgment of us will be based on this criterion alone. 
Conversations such as the one described in today's Gospel are common in family life. Perhaps these ex-
amples are familiar: “I should get the first piece of cake because I am the youngest;” “I did the dishes 
yesterday; someone else should do them today.” How might we respond if Jesus asked about our family 
arguments? What would Jesus say to us in reply? All of us need the reminder found in today's Gospel: To 
be great in God's Kingdom is to be the servant of all. 
 
Recall a recent family argument about household chores or an example of bickering among family mem-
bers. Talk as a family about what was at issue in the argument. Together imagine that Jesus entered the 
room just as the argument ended. What would you tell Jesus your argument was about? What might Jesus 
say in reply? How was your family argument like the argument among Jesus' disciples? What might your 
family do to remember that those who are great in God's kingdom are those who willingly serve others? 
Pray together that your family life will reflect your commitment to serve one another with love. 
 
Elizabeth Trela 
Vice Principal 
Queen of Apostles School 



Sept. 27, 2015 

Family Faith Formation 
408-255-9950 

Office is staffed on Tues. and Thurs.  8 -3 and 
on weekends by appointment.   Please call 

before stopping by.  

We are having our annual outrageous gourmet cara-
mel apple sales.  Please support our students! 
Queen of Apostles School follows California 
Common Core and Diocese of San Jose guidelines 

and is a Western Catholic Education Association and a Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WCEA/WASC) accredited 
school.  In the summer of 2012, Queen of Apostles School was 
awarded the maximum six-year renewal accreditation term from 
WCEA/WASC for our K-8th grade educational program. This reflects 
the quality of instruction being offered at our school. We have a 
challenging curriculum for the students and specialized programs 
that prepare them for further education. You are invited to our next 
Open House for prospective families on Sunday, October 4, 2015 
from 10 am to 12:30 pm.  More information about our school can be 
found at www.qofa-school.org . 

Faith Formation:  
 
ON THE CALENDAR 
Sept. 27th:   All classes meet at their regular times. 
Oct.   4th:  All classes meet at their regular times. 
Oct.   4th:  Presentation of FHC students at the 9am 
Mass, followed by a potluck for FHC 1 & 2 &  Q of A 
School 2nd graders 
Oct. 11th:  All classes meet at their regular times. 
Oct. 18th:  All classes meet at their regular times 
It’s not too late to register your student(s) for Faith For-
mation, but you’ve got to act fast.  Enrollment closes on 
Oct. 1st.  Forms and tuition information can be found 
online at http;//www.qofa.org//faithformation- 

Sept. 28th:  Formation Night—breakout sessions 
Oct. 4th:     Formation Night—breakout sessions 
Oct. 11th:  General Session—Shoebox Service Project 
Oct. 18th:  Formation Night—breakout sessions 
Oct. 25th:  Formation Night—breakout sessions 
 

Office for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults 

Diocese of San Jose - Anthony Gonzalez  Phone: 408-983-
0113 Fax:408-983-0147      Emergency line: 408-983-0141  

ASCENT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM  
 

Hours  of operation closed Monday and Friday. Open Tuesday 
through Thursday ,  from 9 am until 2 pm       408-257-8302   
FAX Number 408-257-4600 Web Site: www.ascent-jobs.org  
PO Box 9604, San Jose CA 95157. Ascent is also looking for 
winter coats. Please leave at the last garage. Thank you! 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 

Registration for the 2015-2016 Confirmation year is now open. 
Log on to http://qofa.org/high-school-1 for online registration. 
Classes have begun. Check out http//qofa.org/high-school-1 for 
our Youth Ministry calendar.  We are looking for adult volun-
teers to help with high school youth ministry. If interested, 
please email youth@qofa.org. 
 
Youth/Young Adult Band & Choir Rehearsals are every 
Wednesday evening. Contact JLUU@DSJ.ORG for more infor-
mation  
*Like us on Facebook!*Follow us on Instagram: QofAym 
Contact: youth@qofa.org | 213-6509 

We lovingly pray for those in our Parish and fami-
lies who cannot join us at Mass especially Mi-
chael Olds, Linda Ann Hanson, Jim Lisins, Hans 
Ungelback,   
Please let us also pray for all our servicemen and 
women who serve in the Armed Forces throughout 
the world and remember them in our hearts today 
and everyday. We remember those dearly departed 
in our Queen of Apostles family and in our own 
families and special persons: Clark Chargin, 
Sophie Biesiadecki. 

TAKE ACTION NOW 

Please take the time to read about the PHYSICIAN- ASSISTED SUI-
CIDE BILL THAT IS ON THE GOVERNOR’S DESK FOR AP-
PROVAL OR VETO. Please urge Governor Brown to veto ABx2-15. 
Write a letter at bit.ly/vetoa bx215. 

It DOES NOT PROTECT the patient 

It DOES NOT PROVIDE for adequate end of life treatment options  

It sends the impression that suicide,  to save money, is an acceptable 
option.  Look for more information on the Bulletin Board in Church. 



 Santa Clara County 2015 
 is a safe place for young people (12 through 20) who are affected by 
the drinking or drug abuse of a family member or friend. There are no 
dues or fees. The “Heart to Heart Freedom” Alateen group meets every 
Thursday evening here at Queen of Apostles School at 7:45 p.m. in 
room 7. Please call Jay or Venice  at 408-406-7081 for more informa-
tion.  

Donuts are here! Back again for a repeat per-
formance-your favorite treat. This year, we 
want to focus on family and would like to offer 
the opportunity for your family to participate 

in serving donuts. Sign up and it is for one weekend a 
year. Please call the Murchans(408) 203-7747. See you 
after the 9 AM Mass!  

ANNOUNCING THE 2015 PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY 

 CRUSADE  

 Join the  2015 Public Rosary Crusade today!!  

WHAT: THE HOLY ROSARY 

WHERE: Queen of Apostles Church 

When: Saturday, October 10th at Noon 

For more information, contact: 

Elena Schemmel  at 408– 446-4280 

Come and pray the Rosary. 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 
 

We invite you to join faith-filled and faith-curious young adults 
from all over the Bay Area on the Pure Fire Retreat as we en-
counter God in everything, everybody, and everyday; Discover 
God’s mercy and selflessness; and answer the call to service. 
 
October 16-18, 2015,  
Friday evening to Sunday afternoon  
Mt. Hermon Ponderosa Lodge Felton, CA 
Questions? Email Mary at purefire@dsj.org 

Queen of Apostles Mothers Group 
This group will meet the first and third Thursdays of the 
month from September 2015 – May 2016 from 9-10:30 
a.m. Childcare will be provided. We would love to sup-
port you in your journey as a Catholic mother as we come 
together to pray, share, and laugh. We will be using 
Momnipotent study program, which can be purchased 
(‘Mom’s Pack book and journal) here: http://
ascensionpress.com/products/momnipotent-journal. It is 
not obligatory that you purchase the materials. Please 
contact Lindsay Caron for more information or to sign up 
for the group at Lindsay_caron@yahoo.com.If you are 
interested in helping to provide childcare, please contact 
lindsay_caron@yahoo.com   

Father Jim Mifsud, S.M. 
On September 29th, it will be five years since Fa-
ther Jim Mifsud left us to go to his heavenly Fa-
ther and Our Blessed Mother, Mary, to whom he 
devoted his life as a Marianist priest.  The gift of 
Father Jim and his priesthood will always be with 
us.  He often said "We are apostles, we are all 
apostles." 

His motto "NEVER GIVE UP!" remains our 
motto to this day. 

Rest in peace, Father Jim.  We miss you! 

PEACEMAKERS 

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) 

Edith Stein was born into an orthodox Jewish family and be-
came a well-known Jewish philosopher.  Her studies prompted 
a growing interest in religion and she converted to Catholicism 
in 1921.  As the Nazis gained power in Germany, she was dis-
missed from the university. She joined a Carmelite convent and 
became Sr. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. She fled to Holland 
to avoid persecution for her Jewish roots, but was arrested and 
deported. She died in Auschwitz in 1942.  She accepted her fate 
as an atonement for the evil of her times and a conscious identi-
fication with the cross of Christ. 

Quote: All that we do is a means to an end, but love is an end in 
itself, because God is love. What does it mean to love God and 
humankind?  How can we act with love in our heart especially 
when faced with hardship?  

   

   

MARRIED COUPLES:  Give your  marriage a well-
deserved vacation. Plan to go on a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend and come back with a marriage that 
is refreshed and full of energy! The next Marriage En-
counter Weekend is November 13-15 in Mountain 
View.For more information visit our website at sanjosew-
wme.org or contact Ken & Claranne at applications@san 
josewwme.org or call 408-782-1413.   

RISE! 
 
RISE!  will be held on November 13th and 14th 2015 at 
Our Lady of Peace in Santa Clara, with guest speakers 
Matt Fradd and Jackie Francois. It is for: youth (13-17 
years old) and young adults (+18 years old, also especially 
for +21 year olds) Parents, Teachers, Catechists etc. 
 
The website is: www.riseba.org where you can find all the 
information and how to register. 

                       

 

 

 

 



Queen of Apostles 
Church 

4911 Moorpark Avenue 

  San Jose, Ca 95129 

Never Give Up! 
PASTORAL STAFF: 
Rev. Thuc Si Ho, Pastor 
Rev. Reynaldo Sarmiento, Parochial Vicar 
Brian McKenna, Deacon  
Kristie Manning, Faith Formation/RCIA Director 
Gregory Elsner, Accountant 
Mary Ann Oddo, Receptionist / Secretary 
Marie McCarthy, Receptionist / Secretary 
Klarissa dela Fuente, Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministry 
 
Family Faith Formation:  408-255-9950 
 
Parish Office   408-253-7560   
     Open 9-5 Mon. - Friday 
4911 Moorpark Ave.     Closed for lunch: 12-1 
San Jose, Ca.. 95129 Fax: 408-253-9530 
Web Site: www.qofa.org 
 
Marty Chargin, School Principal 
School Address: 4950 Mitty Way 
408-252-3659  San Jose, CA 95129 
   
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday 
(Vigil Mass): 5:00 p.m. 
Sundays: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., 
 5:00 p.m. 
Weekdays: 6:30 and 9:30 a.m. 
Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. 
Holy Days: (Vigil Mass) 5:00 p.m., 
 6:30, 9:30 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
Marian Devotions: After the 8:00 a.m. Mass on 
 Saturday 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
 Seminar required. Please contact Rectory for 
 information. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
 Saturdays - 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or by appointment. 
 
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
 Contact Rectory at least SIX MONTHS prior to any 
 proposed wedding date. 
 
INQUIRY SESSION ABOUT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH: 
Contact number: 408-255-9950 or kmanning@dsj.org 



 

Assembly Bill ABx2-15: The End of Life Option Act 

Consideration From A Catholic Perspective 

by Reverend Joseph M. Benedict 

 

 Assembly Bill ABx2-15, The End of Life Option Act, was passed by California State Senate 

and has been submitted to Governor Brown for approval or veto.  This legislation has received 

increasing support and greater prominence following the assisted suicide of Brittany Maynard.  

Brittany Maynard was a 29 year old Bay Area resident who was diagnosed with terminal brain 

cancer.  She moved to Oregon, which allows physician assisted suicide, and ended her life to 

“escape her suffering.”   

Her decision to end her life and the pending legislation awaiting Governor Brown’s 

signature must be reconsidered from our Catholic tradition as well as within the context of 

human life and dignity.  We believe that God is the source of all life.  The creation stories of 

Genesis poignantly tell of God’s creative action; we read that women and men are created in 

God’s own image and likeness.  Therefore, human dignity is not a consequence of cultural 

development or the result of legislative action.  Human dignity flows from God’s creative act.  

We hold firmly to the belief that God is the author of all life.  Directly acting against innocent 

human life is against God’s will.  To unjustly take the life of another human being, or assist a 

person in taking their own life, is wrong.   

Support for this bill has been presented as a compassionate response to the suffering of 

Britany Maynard and other terminally ill patients.  Presenting ABx2-15 as a compassionate 

response, however, is misdirected.  This bill undermines the value of the human person, does 

not fully respect end of life care that must be provided persons in their final days, and places 

vulnerable persons at greater risk.   

The Church has endeavored throughout our history to alleviate human suffering and 

ease physical pain.  Religious communities and lay women and men throughout our history 

have heroically dedicated themselves to the care of the sick and dying.  Caring for the sick and 

suffering is an integral element of Christian discipleship, an expression of the very ministry of 



Christ.  Such action extolls the value of the human person and incarnates God’s desire to heal.  

Compassionate accompaniment in illness is a Christian response to human suffering and pain.   

This accompaniment certainly mandates adequate medical interventions to manage 

pain; it also assures human presence to ease fear and relieve anxiety.  Too often adequate 

palliative care is absent in the final days of life.  According to a 1992 palliative care manual of 

the Washington Medical Association, 90-99% of all pain of terminally ill patients can be 

controlled.  Furthermore, palliative care has advanced greatly in the past twenty years.   

Any person who is suffering from terminal illness remains a member of a human 

community.  Any limitation because of illness and pain must not result in isolation or 

abandonment.  They remain part of our families, parishes, and wider society.  Our presence at 

the end of their life honors the relationships they have forged throughout their life.  

Finally, assisted suicide places vulnerable persons and populations at greater risk.  The 

experience in Oregon and Washington State indicate that this is a critical concern.  Dr. Leon 

Kaas, M.D., a leading medical ethicist indicated in a recent article “I Will Give No Deadly Drug,” 

that many who feel they are a burden to their family and friends, as well as those who are 

anxious and depressed, are most likely to feel pressure to commit assisted suicide.  

Accompanying terminally ill patients in their final days can alleviate the perception that they 

are a burden; it likewise affords the dying the opportunity to express their concerns and honor 

the relationships that have enriched their lives.   

This pending legislation is not a compassionate response to human pain and suffering.  

It undermines human dignity and limits the freedom of vulnerable persons to face their final 

days without subtle pressure to end their lives.  True compassion demands ample care of the 

sick and dying, adequate medical intervention to relieve pain, and loving human 

accompaniment. 

 

  


